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A Note from the Chair . . .  
      
Welcome to our third issue of 
The Trustee Tribune.  With this 
issue, I regretfully announce to 
the congregation, my resignation 
as Chair of the Board of Trustees 
at Peoples Church effective April 
1, 2006.  It has been my honor 
and pleasure to serve you for the 
past several years on the 

Trustee Board.  However, because of personal and 
family matters, I find myself unable to continue in my role 
as Chair of the Board of Trustees.     
 
The Vice Chairs of the Board, John Anderson, Bea Hicks 
and Mary Pitman are competent, capable persons who 
will continue to serve you until a new chair is elected.  
With the help of the other Trustees and with your 
prayers, help and confidence, I have no doubt that the 
work of the church and the Trustees will continue under 
their leadership.  --Seneica Sykes-Bullock 
 
 

Church Resources Steering Committee… 
 

As we celebrate the accomplishment and plan 
for the transition of our Senior 

Minister, A. Knighton 
Stanley, a Church 
Resources Steering 
Committee has been 

formed.  This group, 
drawn from various parts of 

the church, will focus on and 
accelerate the fundraising 

connected to this important time 
in the life of Peoples Church.  Earlier, the 
church announced the formation of the Celebration 
Committee, chaired by Willie Thornton.  Several exciting 
and memorable events have already taken place with 
more to come over the next few months.  The Church 
Resources Committee is committed to raising funds from 
within and outside the halls of Peoples Church.  The 
Steering Committee intends to maximize our 
relationships with friends of Peoples Church, vendors 
and others who support and benefit from Peoples 
Church.  
 
In accelerating our fundraising efforts, the Trustees, the 
Celebration Committee and the Church Resources 
Steering Committee will provide opportunities for 
persons to contribute to areas that are near and dear to 
our Senior Minister.  In that regard, we have identified 
areas that are of most importance to him. During the 
coming months, it is expected that Peoples Church 

members and friends will make contributions that can be 
designated toward the following: 
 

·  A. Knighton Stanley Retirement Gift  
·  Amistad Mortgage Elimination Fund 
·  Peoples Church Scholarship Fund 
·  Yale Divinity School  
·  Howard University School of Divinity  
·  Georgia State University Jean Childs Young 

Scholarship Fund 
 
We are working closely with the Member Services and 
Finance committees of the Trustee Board to ensure that 
our recordkeeping will be even more accurate and timely 
than in the past and that all gifts made as part of the 
celebration are properly recorded to reflect that they 
have been given in honor of Dr. Stanley in one of the 
designated purposes or toward the minister’s retirement 
gift.  
 
"If you would like to make a personal gift to celebrate 
Rev. Stanley, you may do so directly to the areas 
designated, or you make speak with Trustee and Chair 
of the Resources Committee, George Walker regarding 
other ideas and making gift arrangements." 
 
Administration Committee . . . 
 

Member Services 
Members can now update the 
Member Information Form on 
line through the Church’s 
website! If your email address 
has been already entered into 
the ACS system, go to the 
Peoples Church website at 

www.peoplescongregationalchurch.org and click on the 
link below Membership Update.  To use the online 
feature, you must have an email address on file with the 
church office.  You can register your address by sending 
an email to prodder@peoplescongregationalchurch.org.    
  
Member Giving Envelopes to have a NEW Look!!!    
 
For some time now, members of our congregation have 
expressed the need for clarity on the Giving Envelopes 
regarding the Building Fund category.  Some members 
thought that the category related to mortgage elimination 
when in fact, funds given in this area are used for 
building improvements, repairs and maintenance.  To 
provide clarity, effective May 2006, your Giving 
Envelopes will reflect a new category called Building 
Improvements. Your contributions to the Amistad 
Mortgage Elimination Campaign should be noted and 
listed in the Other category.  We hope that this category 
name change will better reflect the intent of your giving!  
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Special Giving Envelope 
In addition, to be able to properly reflect individual giving 
to the A. Knighton Stanley Retirement, we have 
designed a special envelope in keeping with the 

Bountiful Harvest 
theme.  Please use 
this special envelope 
that you will find in the 
pews for any gifts that 
you may direct to Dr. 
Stanley’s retirement.        

 
 
Coming Soon – Online Giving!!! 
 
We are working toward implementing another of the 
advantages found within our new ACS member tracking 
system – Online Giving.  Soon, you will be able to make 
your contributions to Peoples Church via ACS Access by 
using your credit card or online banking.  It is our hope 
that those of you who prefer this method of making 
contributions will be excited about this new way of 
giving.  
 
Finance Committee . . . 
 
Budget 
 

The 2006 budget was passed by the 
congregation in January 2006 and reflects 

a 7% increase over 2005, totaling 
$1,121,736.  The format of the 2006 budget 
was redesigned to reflect expenditures as 

they will apply to our ministry, administrative 
operations and facilities management.  For 
example, previously all of our payroll and 
insurance benefit expenses were shown 
under Administration; these expenses have 
been allocated to Facilities if they relate to 

those employees, Music Ministry for those employees, 
and General Ministries for those persons involved in 
program and service delivery.  This restructuring of the 
budget will more accurately reflect the fact that we are 
truly spending our funds on the programmatic mission of 
the Church. 
 
Financial Management  
We are continuing to implement the recommendations 
from the Financial Management Review undertaken last 
year by our external auditors.  Adjustments to better 
manage our income and expenses include: 
 
·  Engaging a new payroll service provider; all previous 

payroll discrepancies have been resolved. 
 

·  Efforts to assure that management of the church is 
consistent with generally accepted accounting 
principles included clearly defining the various tasks 
and responsibilities of the Board of Trustees, the 
Financial Secretary and the Treasurer.  To that end, 
we have increased checks and balances in our 
accounting processes, and have added an 
accounting clerk to contribute to accomplishing this 
goal. 

·  Initial work has begun to redesign our Chart 
Accounts so our expenses for the various categories 
properly reflect actual spending, especially in the 
areas of General Ministries or Programs as 
discussed above. 

     
Church Facilities Committee . . . 
 
Restroom Improvement Update!!! 

      
Thanks to a generous gift from Bette 
Wooden, the Atrium Ladies 
Restroom will soon be completely 
furnished and dedicated with a 
plaque in honor of her mother, Laura 
Davis.  We are truly appreciative of 
Bette’s contributions to Peoples 

Church.   
 
We now are in need of a sponsor for furniture to be 
placed in the Atrium Men’s Room.  The cost is projected 
at $1,000.  If you would like to sponsor this project in 
honor or in memory of a loved one, contact John 
Anderson or Hope Tribble in the church office.  The first 
request received will be honored. 

 
Sound System Update 
 
In the approval of the 2006 
Operating Budget, the 
church allocated funds for a 
sound system maintenance 

contract with Audio Assurance. With this arrangement 
the church will have access to technical support for 
sound system issues, regular equipment maintenance 
and preventive care, and discounted labor and 
equipment costs for sound system updates and repairs. 
To learn more about Audio Assurance you may visit their 
web site at www.audioassurance.com.  
 
We are in dire need of volunteers to assist with the 
sound system for Sunday services and other events.  
Volunteers will be trained. If you are interested, please 
contact the Church Office at 202.829.5511. 
 

* * * *  
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